His mother was ene of those married
old maids who abound even in the best
eociety, He was the ehild of her mid-
dle age; and bacause she resented his |
coming, a8 & check upon her soclal
gayetiee, she had compromised with
her Puritanical conscivoos by calling
him Welcome, after the colonial auces
tor of her mother,

Ho. ma Welcome Nye, he was sent |
forth to create disturbance In the |
world; which he did lu Inverss ratio to
his size and vitality

His mother did not long survive his
birtd, and Le was left, the Incarnation
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“The divvle be your welcome.™

of her nervoueness, her restlesa ae
tivity, to perplex and mystify his grave
and dignified father.

All legends which he had ever read
of #lfin children and changelings came
back to Adelbert Nye's memory during
the confusad vears which followed
years in which his son was the wonder
as well as the despalr of ph)'vllrl;sns'
and wpurses; when the period of his |
teothing became an epoch, when the
violence with whieh he took, one af |
Rer another, and survived the various
dlsensess of babyhood furnished the
subject matter for learned papers u‘
count!ess madical conventions, when
the fabled nine lives of the domestie
cat became too inalgnificant for no-
tice by eomparison with the falls and

bumps and fractures, the maladies ex- | the most malevolent sort; and the two
ternal and internal of Welcome Nye, | waged warfare as persistent as it was

which went to prove what could be
endured with the minimum of vitality
in the fratl and emaciated form of a
boy who was destined to live for the
trinl and long suffering of his kind.
So the child continued to grow, and
ko become the terror as well as the de
spair of nurses and teachers The
house servants, who had o perfect hor.

rar of him, referred to him afection
ately  amopg  themselveds ns "The
Divvle,” a memory of a night when
ons of the maids, In the enjoyment of
s twilight interview with her favor-
1te policeman, looked up to shrick with

digmay, as the olfin child, astride the

| moonlight, while the odor of his cigar

'_nbr-.md. where her ambitious mother

| solf, with

Cward the beautiful Louise, who found

| amazing the young tyrant by declaring

fofty garden wall, laughed in ghoullsh |

gloe at thelr tender farewell

“May the divvle be your weleama!*
had growled the digconcerted guard
fan of the peace. as his eyes followed
hers; and sinee that time the appro
priateness of the epithet has grown
upon the houschold,

While his distracted father

conld |

reconcile himself to the boy’s physical |
weakness and defects, it was a heavy |

eross to bear the knowledge of the ab-
solute lack of what the world deems
sducation on the part of his son. His
pen'!

And he himself was counted a !

pcholar, an ornament to his profession, |

might ba elevated to the bench if he
po chose;, was A marked man in his set
as the author of certain deep and

thoughttul papers upon Listorle and

mcientifie toples; bad, ln fact, all the
points of the cultured gentleman and
modest scholar Oh, why, why had
Fate punistied him by making him the
father of such a son, who managed to

Flmlc- all obligations to study, because, |
o

rsooth, the doctors declared that he
must not be urged, or worried, or ex-
pitad!

He wan 8 now, was Welcomse, but
spiadling and undersized and wizened,
his sharp features and diminutive
bands and feet causing hiz unhappy
father to sigh whanever he poted them.
Burely there wers Darwinian sugges:
tiona about the wncanny and repulsive
Form of the boy, whoss defacts wera
never so apparent as when Adelbert
Nye contrasted his offspring with the
beautiful children of his nelghbor, the
fascinating Widow Carleton.

It was strange that they should have

met apgaln. after her long absence in
Bagland

Adelbert Nye and the beautiful wom
an, who, as Leila 1wland, had been
friends In youth —and tore He
thought of it all as he walked slowly
hemeward In the moonlight, after his

frst call at the villa where she was
satabliahed for the season, oh, shades

of love and poesy! with her twin
Sanghters!
Twins! Adelbert Nye deprecated

the slang of the day; yet had he put
his thoughts into words, and these
worda inmto the vernacu'ar, he must
have murmured something about the
fact of twins in connection with the
sweetheart of one's youth being caleu-

ted to jar even a dignified member

of the bar!

And, more horrible still, ems of the | hersell.

twins had married; and Lella—his
loila—was eked & youthful grand-
mother!

Ha paced the gravel path in the

mingled with the fragrance from the
tangle of old fashionesd cinnamon roses
by the gate; and memory went back
to the time when they had bidden each
other farewell—an affectionate fare
well, he remembered, as his cheek red-
dened, he to return to college, the girl
to g0 to A showy finlshing #chool

had married her to some beely Eng-
lishwan whom Adelbert had always
hated om principle

“And she {s 10,000 times more fas
cinating now than she was then! That
sweet September day when we gath-
ered the gentians by the pasture ditch

genitians no bluer than ler own
dear eyes'” he murmured, with a
strange accesslon of sentimentality,
“Ah! after all, age s but a relative
term! And the fountain of perpetual
youth 18 not so fabled as oue might
dream! Yot lovely as Lella is, she 18
no whit loviier than Is that sweet
child, her daughter, the pretty Loujse!
How fortunate that chapce should have
made us nelghbors'”

Meantime, In the seclusion of her |
own bed chamber, Lella Carleton was
standing befores the mirror, removing
the jewels which had flashed upon the
fHlmy laces of her handsome dinner
gown,

“Oh, who would ever, ever axpect a
man to be faithful?’ she asked her-
bitterness, forgetting that
she, too, had besn somewhat Incon-
stant during the long lapse of years.,

AA the dayvs went on, It wias a sweet
consolation to Adelbert Nye to have
the sympathy of such & neighbor in
his aMictlon——for 8o he regarded the
posgession of such a son, in spite of
his effort to love the uncanny child
and his care and sollicltude for the
boy's physical welfare.  leila under-
stood, and had pity for him. But |t
was & source of regret that the child
had conceived an instant antipathy to-

A rare pleasure In teasing the boy,

that what he needed for both physical
and mental health was an unlimited
dose of Solomon's prescription. To
Welcome, who had never been thwart-
ed or disciplined during his capricious
life, this was the signal for hatred of

lover of her girlhood to remaln fhe
lover of her middle age?

B0 the Iate June days fled; and as
the nation’s birthday approached, the
early cotiagers at the Pler jolned with
the townspeople In  preparations to
celebrate the day with Atting evidenees
of patriotism. There was to be an
early moraing parade of antiquea and
horribles, followed by a military dem-
onstration, a parade of automobiles at
noon and an old-fashioned afterncon
plenle, with reading of the Declara-
tion and patriotic addresses, ending
with an evening of fireworks,

Buch & busy season as It became for
Welcome Nye!

FHis father waa to lead the automo
bile parade in his fine French racing
machine and deep was Welcome's dis-
gust and viclent his ire when refused
the privilege of accompanying him,
more especinlly since that honor was
to be accorded his arch-enemy, Loulse
Carleton.

The cholce was seemly and fitting;
¥et it caused Louise Carleton’s mother
a little pang which she would not ad-
mit was jralousy, and which &he hero-

feally strove to ignore, as she alded |

her daugbter in decorating the Cor-
salr, which, In Its floral lines of red
and white carnations and the blue of
the feathery adjuratum, with knots
and festoons of fluttering ribbons in
the national colors was a thing of
beauty, when thelr deft fingers bhad
glven (t the finishing touches.

To the surprise of the townspeople,
Independence Day dawned bright and
warm, an ldeal day for the celebration.

The events of the morning proved
more than succesaful and there was
lively interest in the coming of the
autos, which were to make the round
of the town at noon.

The Corsalr, looking 1lke a falry ve
hicle Ia its floral adornment, stood in
the open doorway of the Nyas stables,
ouly waiting the coming of Iits owner
to start upon its triumphal progress.
The household was busily engaged, for
it was the lunch hour; all were antle:
{pating the rare pleasure of the af.
ternoon.

Suddenly there was a dash, a bang,
a warning toot! toot! the odor and
puft of gasolene, and out of the stable
doorway and down the drive madly
dashed a cumbersome floral bulk.

There was a cry of alarm, a rush
from stable and household, hoarse
warnings hurled after an adventurous
and unheeding chauffeur.

“The divvle! He's run away with
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He's run away with the autol™

regrettable to thelr elders.

It was patural that the sedate and
dignified Lawyer Nye should find It
both pleasant and convenient to be
neighborly, and that he should make
calls both frequent and regular st the
Carleton vilia,

Particularly distasteful to one youth |
was the gallantry of Neighbor Nye; to
the bank clerk with small salary, who |
devotedly came down from Boston;
each Saturday, to pay court to Loulse, |
and whose heart sank at the sight of |
the solid and wealthy director of his
own banking house, whom he I'ou:ulI
comfortably at home with the girl, in
the easy chat of an informal afternoon |
upon the shady veranda, ® state nt|
bliss which he bad been picturing for |
himself all the way down Im the
crowded, dusty train. |

He did not appear well, this disap-

the auto!™ one groom called to an-
other, and that one to the house serv-
ANDts,

In truth it might have been his sa-
tanle majesty himself, the way that
elfish child dashed down the drive and
into the street.

The anxious group followed him in
mad haste, but not for long.

They held thelr breath in horror as
they saw the machine zig =ag, then
essay to climb the grassy terrace at
the Carleton villa, Ingloriously drop-
ping back; and then, puffing and snort-
ing, with whirring of wheels, dash
backward across the road .and over
the offset, down upen the rough cob-
bles of the beach.

The child lay very still as they res
cued him, seeming to take his mishap
as & matter of course.

When they picked him up his left

polnted Archie Irwin, as he was pre- | &rm hung limp and there were sundry
sented to the dignified caller, whom | smudges and burned places upon his
he regarded with sudden hatred and | face; for the Corsair had taken fire,
wismay., What chance had be, he ask- l and was no longer the dainty floral
¢d himself bitterly, against & man with | thing which it had been left as the tri-
Nye's money, and profession and posi- | umph of womanly artistry.
tlon?® Worst of all, lLouise seemed | *“Any other child would have been
pleased with the atténtions of the mid- | killed!™ was the verdict of the physl-
dleaged suitor. | clan who had been summoned In hot
The young man—he was tall and | haste—a familiar verdict enough to
athletic, and good to look upom, an | all who knew Welcome Nye and his
Adonls of the Von Ribber type—fell  escapades.
back upon Welcome for entertainment | It was Archie Irwin who had tender
during his doleful visits to the villa. 1y lifted the little figure from wonder
[he weird child had taken to him from | the wrecked machine, snd to whom
the first, clinging to him with passion- | the child had clung with passlionate
ute affection. watching his every move- | affection; but after they had taken him
ment with the dumb devotion of &n | to the veranda of the villa he had sud-
animal, | denly stretched out his uninjured arm
Another watehed the growing Inter- | to Mrs. Carleton, and had begun to
pst of Adelbert Nve in the fair young  sob and cry im & paroxysm which
girl, and tried in vain to igoore the | amaszed them all, since repentance and
heart-burnings which it caused, | Welcome were wont to be as bitter
And yet, why? leila Carleton asked | strangers.
Why should she sxpect the Lella Carleton tsnderly folded the

bapless child in her arms, his be
smudged face and tousled head nes
tling against the dainty whiteness of
her gown, as she endeavored to soothe
him, and to still the strange outburst
| which was so distressing and so dis
concerting to his unkappy father.

Could it be that the sullen, malevo-
lent nature bhad capacity for feeling of
which he had never dreamed? Or, was
this but a physical manifestation of
nervousness and terror?

“My boy! My boy!™ he began, sooth-
ingly. "“Be quiet! The doctor ia go-
ing to set your shoulder. Surely, yon
do not mind & little thing like that?"
he asked, recalling the child's life
time of accidents.

Welcome ceased his cries for an in-
| stant and then renewed them,

“Oh, 1 have been a bad, bad boy!"
he whimpered, with astonishing peni-
tence., “Hut I'm never, never going to
be bad any more!"

“That {8 & laudable resolution, my
son!" his father responded with mild
| lrony. “Pity you did not think to make
it earllier!” and he glanced grimly at
the wrecked automoblle, and thought
of his spolled plans,

“I'm never going to be bad—If you
give me something!" whimpered the
boy mgaln,

“My son! I forbear to mention what
I'd give you with huge delight, if I
gave you your deserts!” exclaimed the
sorely tried father; while Mrs. Carle
ton smiled.

*“I'l be good,” the child astonished
them by declaring, "if only 1 get &
new mamma'"

Thelr eyes met in confusion,

“I'm the only boy ‘round here that
aln‘t got no mamma,” announced the
child, with cheerful impudence and
disregard of grammar, “and | want
one!" he persisted. 1l want Mrs, Carle
ton!"

“My boy, thia s the first good turn
you have done your unfortunate fath-
er sloce your birth!™ blurted out Adel-
bert Nye, with surprising alacrity.
| “You have but anticlpated my own re
| quest!” and he amlled upon the boy

most genlally. “Now {f only Mra
Carleton consents——"'

[ "But 1 thought——" that lady be-
l“n' {n confusion.

“Oh, [ want you! [ want you!™ the
Ilﬂllln child pecsisted, tightening his
| arm desperately about her neck. *I'll
| be a good boy! I truly will!™

The doctor was arranging his splints
at the end of the veranda. Archie and
Loulse had joined the curlous group on
the opposite side of the street.

It was an opportunity afforded them
by Fate!

“Leila” the dignified barrister be
gan in a tender whisper, “the child has
but volced my own thoughts! You
know what you were to me once! For
your dear sake | have learned to love
your daughter as my own. She cares
for young Irwin; I am in & way to
help the boy along. For all our sakes,
then, will you not consent?"

“It seems but fair,” she responded
alowly and calmly, although she felt
that he must be aware of the mad
beating of her heart, “to exchange my
daughter for your son'™

“Letla. | know it is a long time since
that faroff September day when we
gathered the gentians in the old pas
turs lot, and vowed—"

“All ready now, young man'"” broke
in the doctor's cheery volce, as he hur-
ried fusaily up with full hands. “Now
let's see what a hero you're golng to
N!u

But the child pushed him rudely
away, at the same time inquiring, In
the imperious tone of one who had
never known what it was to have his
wishes gainsaid:

“1s it all right, papa?™

*That is for Mrs. Carleton to de
c¢lde, my son! 1Is it all right, Mrs.
Carleton?" he Inquired Ilightly, yet
with uomistakable anxiety in his tone.

Two little spots of red burned upon
her cheeks, and she hesitated,

Surely, never was 80 sirange a pro-
posal’

“You are golng to be my——"

the

’

The hapleas child in her arma

child began; but she pressed him to
her, smothering the word which she
wished to hide from the waiting sur
geon.

And then ahe sebbed, and In a min-
ute she smiled pathetically.

sccorded with his outlandish name!”
was Adelbert Nye's fervent comment

|
“For once my son’s escapades have
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ALY ACTURID BY

The DEFIARCE STARGH (O,
OMARA

Teo Study Amarican Farming.

Forty-slx German agriculturists are
to make a tour of this country next
month to study American methods of
farming. They +ill go from coast to
coast and will travel In two private
cars. A pumber of the party are large
Iandholders with titles, who wish to
find new methods for the lmprove
ment of their estates.

Panama Canal Laborers.

At present there are employed on
the Panama canal construction 1,500
laborers and foremen, forty-five phy-
plclans and 160 civil engineers. They
were employed by the canal company,
but are being pald by the United
States. The daily expense of the oon
struction amounts to about $5,008,

Dodge 'Em.

"My son,” sald the Savage Bachel
or, “beware of the pretty girl at &
summer hotel who is always late for
her meals, who keeps every one walt-
ing on all excursions, and has no
idea of time—it Is this kind of which
the wives are made who drive men
to drink.”

Lengin of Cod Lines.

Some of the cod llnes used in the
flahing Industry measure 7,000 fathoms
leng, or about eight ordinary milea,
baving 4.680 hooks, the whole cost-
fog. In some cases, iwo or three hum
dred pounda

SURE NOW

Tha Truth About Coffes.
ft must be regarded as a convine

Ing test when a family of 7 has used
Postum for 5 years, regaining health
and keoping bealthy and strong on
this food drink.

This family lives in Millville, Masa.
and the lady of the household says:
“For elght years my stomach trow
bled me all the time. | was very ner-
vous amd irritable and no medieine
bhelped me.

“l had about given up hope until
B years ago next month [ read an
article about Postum Cereal Coffee
that comvinced me that coffee was
the cause of all my troubles. | made
the Postum carefully and liked it so
much that | drank it in preference
to coffee but without much faith that
it would help me.

“At the end of a month, however,
I was surprised to find such a change
fn my condition. | was stronger in
every way, less nervous and at the
end of 8§ months 1 had recovered my
strengta so completely that 1 was
able to do all of my own honsework.
Because of the good Postum did us 1
knew that what you claimed for
Grape-Nuts must be true and we
bave all used that delicious food ever
aince it first appeared on the market.
| *“We bave 7 in our family and 1 do
the work for them all and 1 am sure
that ¥ owe my strength and health to
the steady use of your fine cereal
food and Postum (in place of coffee).
I bave such great faith in Postum
that I have sent it to my relatives
and 1 never lose a chance to speak
well of it." Name furpished by Pos-
tum Co,, Battle Credk, Mich,

lce cold Postum with a dash
lemon 18 a delightful “cooler”
warm daye.

Bend for particulars by mall of ex-
tension of time on the §7.500.00 cooks'
contest for T3l money pris’
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FOR WOMEN

Muh Tl Evey Woman
Desires to Know

About Sanative Antisep-
tic Cleansing

And about the Care of the Skiny
Scalp, Hair and Hands.

Too moch stresa cannot be placed on
the great value of Cuticura Soap, Olat-
ment and Resolvent in the antiseptio
cleansing of the mucous surfaces and of
the blood and circulating fulds, thus
affording pure, sweet and economical
loeal and conatitutional treatment for
weakening uicerations, inflammations,
ftchings, irritations, relaxations, dis-
placements, pains and Irregularities
peculiar to females. Hence the Cutl-
cura remedies have a woederful lafla-
ence ln restoring health, strength snd
beauty to weary women, who have
been prematurcly aged asd invalided
by these distressing allments, as well as
euch sympathetic afflictions &8 anem
chlorosis, hysteria, nervousness
debility.

anfrn;\ u:evirry ﬂr‘;t have fully
apprecia the purity aud sweetneas,
the power to afford immediate rellef,
the certainty of apeedy and permanens
cure, the ahsolute safety and gread
economy which bave maile the Cuticara
remadies the standard skin cares and
humour remcdies of the civillzed world,

Milllons of the women use Cuticura
Soap, sasisted by Cuticura Olatment,
for preserviag, purifying and beantls
fylog the akin, for cleansing the scalp
of crusts, scales and dandruff, and the
stopplug of fulling hair, for softenlng,
whitealng and soothing red, rough aad
sore hands, for aunnying irritations,
and ulcerative weakne~ses, and for
many sanstive, antiseptic
which readily suggest themsecives, as
wrell as for all the purposes of the tollet,

bath aund nursery.
Bobdl (A reughant the . Cutisuss Ressivent. S0e. (g
T N e
i 8 e g - i Remica, | % Ave
A LA L'ar. I‘!-ehu;
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Individual liberty often depends
upon the size of the individual

THE K. C. §. ALMANAC FOR 1903

The Kansas City Southern Rlllwlr’l
Almanac for 1903 is now md{ for dle-
tribution. Farmers. stock-ralsers,
fruit-growers, truck gar 'sners, manu-
facturers, merchanta and others seek-
Ing & new field of action or & new
| home at the very lowest prices, can ob-
| tain rellable Information concernlog
| Southwestern Missourl, the Cherokea
| and Choctaw Nations lu the I[ndian
| Terrltory, Western Arkansas, Eastern
Texas, Northwestern Loulsiana and the
Coast country, and of the business op-
portunities offered therein.

Write for a copy of the K. C. 8 Al
manac and address, S. G. Warner, G,
P. A, K. C 8 Ry. Kansas City, Me.
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